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New Housewares You Never Knew You Needed



Continned From Page D1
ences a report by Yankelovich, the North
Carclina-based  marketing-consulting
firm, that compares today's home to a
beehive: a "hive is a home designed to
open out and facilitate connection,™ In

Home Remedies

The markeating pitches for thase new products stress
comfort, convenience and cleanliness.

other words, you can come in to my home L'Equip R.PM. >
now, but make sure you wipe your feet on Blender

my new silicone doormat or the queen Price: $140

bee might deliver a nasty sting. '

Perusing the list of new products being Comment: Be careful you
touted for that hive, It’s hard to tedl which don't get a ticket whie
might create a buzz. Will it be adjustable crushing ice.
garment hangers that eliminate the
dreaded misshaped shoulder crisis” Or « Toast-it
perhaps real-looking flowers that light up Toaster Bags

it night using solar power?

While none of the many new products
at the show have been tested, since most
aren’t yel available (o consumers, there
are several that look like they might gar-
ner more interest than others.

Clear Flow's bathroom faucet filter, for

Price: About $6 for
wo reusable bags

goosy griled che
without the muss,

¥ Clear Flow Bathroom
example, is trying to take the popular idea
of filtered kitchen water into the bathroom. Faucet Filter
The small filter allows a user to turmn it on or Price: $30

off and also serves as a dnnking fountain.
Better still, says Clear Flow President Bill
Warren, It dispenses with the changeable

Comment: 50 much for
changng

4 ] -
filters that similar attachable units re- ;'m":- m’ful ";
quire, After eight months of use, the whole thing out when .
$30 unit is simply thrown out. “Our big S e -

hook is convenience,™ he says, “Since peo-
ple have to change fters all over the houss

from vacuum cleaner bags to air filters—
w ‘ . { J " l" .

Price: About $5 o

Convenlence combined with hygiene Price: About $20 % a the starter kit inchucing
s also the pitch for TxF Products' Scrub 12-bowl set four brush hesds
N Flush, a toilet-cleaning tool that fea- 2 c t
ures a single-use brush head made of 5: ",Sm e -
wood pulp that disintegrates after about X 0“33 et oy Outlousty Coeh Tofiet
spouse for st has bowl brush becomes

i minute of scrubbing, Once used, the

head can be ejected into the bowl and

flushed away like toilet paper.
Withastarter kit that costs $4,99 for the

handle and four brush heads and with add-

tional heads costing $2.99 for vight, the
company 18 aiming at those who might be
squeamish about cleaning their todlet with

a regular brush that they then store inside
a holer. TxF spokeswoman (;lgi Lubin
says that experts call such a cleaning |

method a recipe for “bacterial stew. ™ With
that lovely picture in mind, it may be an

dea whose time has come.

Maverick Marketing Ventures, for man

and dog, respectively. The §29.9
Chillow —as in chilled pillow~and the
$39.99 Canine Cooler for the dog bed both
are cushions that use self-cooling technol-
ogy. Their creators claim to have invented
a cooling method that requires no refriger-
atlon or electricity, relying instead on cer
tain nontoxic liquids and materials and
heat-distribution theories to keep the mals
at room temperature, which feels cool be
cause itU's well below body temperature
L'Equip's R.P-M. Blender, is aiming
more for the swoosh, which iswhy it hasa
lachometer display instead of the more
conventional blend-chop-puree settings.
T'he unit. which will retail for about $145,
has abrushed-metal commercial grade de
sign to match its racy style, all partof a

Garment Hangers
Price: 54 10 $8 for a three-
pack, depeacing on type
Comment: No more
wiinkly shoglders
for the fashion
forwarng

bioegadabk

push to market it especially o “"motor-
heads and speed enthusiasts,” says
L'Equip’s Cheryl Slavinsky. “No one has
ever put a tachometer on & blender be
fore.” Well, thankfully it's here now, so we
can make smoothies at W0 revolutions per
minute and crush ice in three seconds as
we peel out at 20,000 rpms, Why one might
need crushed ice in three saconds IS a point
to ponder in our slower moments.

It"s also hard to know what to think of
another new trend from Europe, which
will be featured by two companies, Toasla-
bags and Toast-It Toaster Bags. Simply
put, you can Insert sandwiches or
pizza -~ or anything else that you might
want to put in a toaster oven or grill—into

——e
top-opening bags made of heat-resistant
material and then stick them Into a regu-
lar toaster to get cooked. Both brands of
loaster bags are reusable and cost from
around $6to $10 a set. Both manufacturers
claim that their aim is to provide a muss-
free method of making things like grilled
cheese without having o buy another ap-
pliance. (dd asthisis, [t'sa landable goal.

As s the emotional relief we feel when
thinking about being able to match tops to
storage bowls without frustration. While
world peace may still be far away, storage
nirvana might be within our grasp. The
sock entgma, though, is still outstanding.

RK-mail me af homeecoRomacsas).com.




